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“The Society have long ago been convinced that their earliest

attention should be directed to the preparation and publication
of Books, both for the elementary and for the more advanced
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stages of education among the natives, In vernacular dialects
of the two provinces subject to this Presidency they can discover
scarcely any work calculated to promote instruction, The
Maratha and Goojratthi languages have always been restricted
to the purposes of conversation and business and have never been -
applied to the cultivation and extension of literature even in its
humblest forms, The committce therefore must depend on the
exertions of European gentlemen in order to point out, fo such
intelligent natives as may lend their assistance, the proper mode
of reducing these languages to fixed rules and principles and of
employing them successfully in the translation of such works
from English as may be approved by the directors.”*

e 2-a FAE arel {8 A MU Ao sgedr s
W 7 WA RIS yEEAd JOT SFEgEh B
a¢ g & fofed —

*“It must be observed that the Marathi is merely a spoken

language, and that it has never been cultivated or refined by
authors either in prose or verse.”

a1 Sw et Ranye Fward o, sdaangs Aidanda
AW s 9T davE BA A Cgee’ o9 At gme
g wEud aw, Audgd B aR, Wl @il gEEl ey
e B, ¥4 e

gfgw Smtm Wl Wiy epE WEEHl AR Wl
THATN T S Heql §Pe € G onredl. (el T ge
s & waen fge ofmiEs damEien adend
. eHerean A e 7 KA & aie —

“The Marathas have becen long famed throughout India for
their war-like prowess and martial deeds; and their history has
been written not only by natives of the country, but has been
decmed worthy of being transmitted to posterity in a_distinct
work in our own language. Tt has, however, I fear, been by
all, except a few, generally supposed that they were destitute of
any vernacular literature ; in fact, that the nation which, issuing

from the Deccan, rolled back the tide of Mahommedan conquest,
gave laws to the Emperor of Delhi, and disputed the sovereignty

% The Bombay Secretariat, G. D., Vol. 8/63 of 1824, p, 100,
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of India with our countrymen, was little better than a horde of
barbarians. The literature of the Marathas cannot indeed be
compared with that of European nations, but they are by no
means so far behind in literary matters as has often been supposed.
The Brahminical portion of them can vie in their acquaintance
with the common stores of Sanscrit literature with the Brahmins
of most provinces in India: nor have there been wanting
instances~as in the case of Sridhara, who wrote comments on
the Bhagavat—of writers who have added their contributions to
the general treasury. The Marathas have, besides, a literature
of their own written in a dialect called the Pracrit. This Pracrit,
as will fully appear from the specimens afterwards to be given,
is nothing but the present spoken language in an antique dress,
and without any of the modern additions to the language
introduced by the Mahomedans. People, indeed, in familiar
conversations, call all the spoken languages of India Pracrit;
but this dialect, which was probably that used by their fathers
three or four centuries ago, is so named by way of eminence.” ?

™ Fagen 39 @M, Y@ oam au adei g ey
MRl ¢ A o wera wifedt ok & R :—

“I should wish to see the atfention of learned natives directed
to a selection of some of the best of the pieces abovementioned,
for the purpose of having two or threc volumes accurately
printed, with an index of difficult words for the sake of beginners,
The study of these authors would improve the style of Maratha
compasition, which is in danger at present from an almost
exclusive attention to foreign literature. To a learned native the
English is needful to open up to him a storehouse of ideas; but
the Pracrit must be studied in order that he may be able to

diffuse beneficially among his countrymen, the knowledge he has
acquired.”

A W% GsgHE W A7 AM Peien WA gEw
TR, SH @ A, T AU ARy TgEh woid
L {¢vs e rla snoute gEee seqt qeedt——

“The true literature of the Marathas, as amongst all people
arrived at a similar stage of civilization, is to be found in their
R Dr, Stevenson, * An Essay on the V. Jar Lit of the Marathas ™,
Journal of the Bombay Bronch Royal Asiatic Soclety, Vol. I, No. 1, July
1841, pp. 1.2,
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songs, of which immense collections might be made if sufficient
encouragement were afforded and in which alone the genuine
expression of their feclings and tone of thought is to be found” %

qaify, ¢ TaeE | S agn gaw wE § SaifRe <L afrvs‘awn‘
NS TR

T apswie W@ wnen afe feratn el w6
R, orxl e ForRIE fusgoE gl Aew St I
ieft; anifty avnRal g wed @eltsan et Gag ai wart
ST SO AR, (A% arw fdia ¥ el i—

“With regard to Krishna Shastri's suggestion that some poetry
should be read in this Department, I beg to mention that
some time ago I requested my personal Pandit to compile

a volume of “Elegant Extracts’ from Marathi Poets which
I hope to be able soon to present to the Board.” ¢

31 W ¢ GTE =17 (Blegant Bxtracts) JETH STH G41
. gEddl Rreorstiden aimee i RIS o wu—
To,

M. Srovewr, Esquire,

Secretary to the Board of Education,
Bombay.

Sir, .
1 have the honour to report for the information of the Board
that the Book of Poetical extracts, which I stated in my Report
of the College for last year was under preparation by my Pandit,
is ready for the Press,

3/ It contains extracts from the works of Tukirim, Namdeo,
Janibii, RAmdis, Wiaman, Anant Tanaya, Amrit R& and
Moropant, consisting of abhangas, shlokas, dryds and Katibands.

% Report of the Board of Edncauon for the pear 1845, No. V, Bombay,
1846, p 18.

¥ Director of Publlc Instruction Rccords, Poona. Poona College Report
Jor the year 1852, p. 276.

4 D, P. I, Board of Education, 1853, p. 800.
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Besides the above there are a good many specimens of the
composition called “Pad” from different authors. The book will
probably contain about 300 pages.

8. 1 solicit permission to lithograph an edition of 500 (Five
Twndred) copies.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) THOMAS CANDY,
Major,
Principal of the Poona College.
Poona College :
15th September 1853.
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“I would take this opportunity to mention, with respect to the
selections from the Marathi Poets, that it was intended that my
Essays should always be printed with them. The separation
of the two is on no account desirable and if insisted on will
render considerable changes in both. They will therefore be
always printed together, unless I hear from you contrary.”e

& wmne i Suftad Wl A ST Aguile SR g9
w =i Tt A @ frersa gisu @ e ahed
AT dl XS §F 488 T i Wpey A < 9.
. © sz =t & Rk,

“Selections from the Marathi Poets was compiled by
Mr. Parshram Balal Godbole, Pandit to the Marathi translator.
The copyright of the work was bought by Government for Rs. 150
at the recommendation of Major Candy in 1853-54, No doubt
Rao Saheb Bhaskar Damodar added to it his essays on prosody
and lives of the Marathi poets. But I do not think that this
addition can entitle him to the copyright of this book. He may
if he like print his essays separate. As the copyright of this
book has been paid for by Government and as it is in much
request, its publication should not be given up to Rao Saheb
Bhaskar Damodar, whose claim for the copyright is not in my
opinion tenable,

He proposes that the publication of the work swithout his
essay should be discontinued and that with the essays should
be printed. The generality of the Marathi reading people do
not care for his essay on Prosody or the lives of the Pocts. What

w D, P. I. Book Depot, Vol. XX, 1564.65, p. 585.
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they want is mere poetry. I am thercfore of opinion that the ~
selections from the Marathi Poets without Mr. Bhaskar’s Essays
should not be discontinued.” ,
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" ¢ Ibids pp. 585-86
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< Director of Public Instruction, Book Depot, Vol. 16, 1662-63, p. 108,
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