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I Preface

gradually to their present character with such additions as the
changes in society demanded. With an eye to the notable charges
in the religious and political history of ancient India, I have tried,
further, to ascertain the factors which determined the stages in
the development of the Puranic Dharma (i.e. law and custom)
and moulded its character. This enquiry, which has been found
absolutely nccessary for a clear understanding of the nature and -
growlh of the Puranic rites and customs, and which has in many
cascs led to interesting results, has involved an investigation into
the origin of Puranic Hinduism, because in India, as in all other
eastern countrics, religion i1s inseparably connected with customs.

Besides the two parts, of which the present work mainly
consists, there 1s an Appendix containing a long list of quotations
which I have traced i the extant Puranas. This list has been
extremely necessary not only for understanding the nature of the
Puranas during the ages they were used by the commentators and
Nibandha-writers but also for dectermining the dates of those
Purinic chaplers from which the quolalions were made. This list
may also be of some use to those scholars who will, in future, sct

themsclves to the solution of textual problems relating 1o the
Purinas.

Being concerned with a ficld of research hitherto almost
unexplored, this work may interest those who want to study the
Puranic literature and the IHindu social institutions.  Atltempts
have been made to solve many problems relating Lo the Purinas
and the Purianic Dharma ; but no conclusion has been drawn which
has not been sufficiently evidenced by the facts of the case. The
chronological scheme m Part I is nccessarily tentative, but all
available materials have been fully considered and taken into
account.

As this work is the result of a gencral study of the Purinic
chapters on Hindu rites and customs, no attention has been given
to the divergent opinions held by the different Puranas on the
niceties of any particular rite or custom. Such detailed study
would rcquire a scparate volume and has consequently bcen
avoided. ;

Though this work is based on a first-hand study of the original
sources, the accounts given in it of the rise and spread of Jaimism,
Buddhism and Ajivakism (i.e. the religion preached by Gosila
Mankhaliputta) are mainly based on those given in such authorita-
tive works as the Cambridge Ilistory of India (Vol. I), V.~
A. Smith’s Early History of India, and the like. In translating
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The extant Purinas present a very rich collection of materials
for the study of the development of Hindu rites and customs during
the centuries intervening between Yijiiavalkya and the Smrti-
Nibandhas. During this long period, the Hindu society passed
through numerous vicissitudes, so much so that in many respects
the Hindu rites and customs, as found in the Nibandhas, differ
from those in the Codes of Manu and Yajnavalkya. Ilence the
study of the Purinas is of immense importance for a clear under-
standing of the whole course of the development. But none of the
extant Puranas being assignable to any positive date, the greatest
difficulty which makes thcir study impracticable and unscientific
is the want of a proper chronology of the chapters constitutling the
Individual Purinas. Unfortunately no systematic attempt was
amade to remove this long felt want, probably because, as Mr. P. V.
Kane says, ‘the chronology of the Purinas is, like that of the cpics,
a subject full of perplexing problems’. The work, done by such
eminent scholars as H. II. Wilson, F. E. Pargiter and Haraprasad
Shastri even in regard to the approximate dates of only a few of
the Purinic works, is not at all considerable, nor are their conclu-
sions always acceptable. Hence the first Lhing, on which attention
has been dirccted in this work, has been to determine as approxi-
mately as possible the chronology of the Purdnic chapters, or parts

~ thereof, on Hindu rites and customs. I should mention herc that
in this chronology, which is based only on such evidences as are
contained in the majority of the editions of the indiyidual Purinas,
‘attention’ has been given especially to those chapers which are
devoted mainly to the treatment of the above mentioned topics ;
and, the scope of this work being limited to the study of these
matters during the period ranging approximately from 200 to
1000 A.D., those Purinas, which have becn found to be hardly
earlier ¢han the tenth century, have been dealt with very briefly.
"However, on the basis of this chronology, which forms Part I of
thi¢ work, I have attempted to describe in Part II the different
stages in the development of the Puranic rites and customs. I
have tried to show that these rites and customs are not the
+ productions of a single social dictator or of a particular period of
time, but were revised from generation to generation and reshaped
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